THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARlYAH

the tricks of robbers; in this manner he taught evil people
the methods of stealing. And among his books are those
on the tithes of industry in which he depreciated the com-
modities of merchants. Among them also in his book on
laws, which shows how dishonest men get hold o<f the
treasures and money of the people. There is also his book
about the Fatwa (religious decision), which is full of
attacks by his preceptor, al-Nazzam, on the teachings of
the Companions; also his books about prostitutes and
rabies, and sodomy, and about the tricks of the avaricious.
The contents of these books suit him, his trade and his
family. He also has a book about the habits of animals,
the contents of which he drew from Aristotle's book on
animals, and to it he added what is mentioned by al-
Mada'ini1 regarding the knowledge of the Arabs, and their
poems about the uses to which animals could be put. He
filled the book with dialogues between dogs and roosters.
To be engaged in such dialogues wastes time on that which
is loathsome. And to* whomever boasts about al-Jahiz, we
commend the saying of the orthodox about him in the
words of the poet concerning him:

et If the ugliness of the swine is doubled
His ugliness would still be inferior to that of al-Jahiz,
A man who> is himself a substitute for hell,
And a mote in the eye of everyone who' looks at him."

13. Concerning the Shahh&miyah among them. These
are the followers of abu-Ya'ktib al-Shahham,2 who was the
preceptor of al-Jubba/i. His heresies resemble the heresies
of al-Jubba% except that he considers it possible that there
is one thing determined by two determiners. Al-Jubba'i
and his son denied this. Some of the weak-minded imag-
ined that the teaching of al-Shahham was similar to that of

1 Ibid., vol. i, p. 578.

2  Horten, ibid., p. 338.
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